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connection with the taxpayer’s adop-
tion or use of the LIFO inventory
method such other detailed informa-
tion with respect to his business or ac-
counting system as may be at any time
requested by the Commissioner.

(c) As a condition to the taxpayer’s
use of the LIFO inventory method, the
Commissioner may require that the
method be used with respect to goods
other than those specified in the tax-
payer’s statement of election if, in the
opinion of the Commissioner, the use of
such method with respect to such other
goods is essential to a clear reflection
of income.

(d) Whether or not the taxpayer’s ap-
plication for the adoption and use of
the LIFO inventory method should be
approved, and whether or not such
method, once adopted, may be contin-
ued, and the propriety of all computa-
tions incidental to the use of such
method, will be determined by the
Commissioner in connection with the
examination of the taxpayer’s income
tax returns.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11729, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 7295, 38 FR 34203, Dec. 12,
1973]

§ 1.472–4 Adjustments to be made by
taxpayer.

A taxpayer may not change to the
LIFO method of taking inventories un-
less, at the time he files his application
for the adoption of such method, he
agrees to such adjustments incident to
the change to or from such method, or
incident to the use of such method, in
the inventories of prior taxable years
or otherwise, as the district director
upon the examination of the taxpayer’s
returns may deem necessary in order
that the true income of the taxpayer
will be clearly reflected for the years
involved.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11730, Nov. 26, 1960]

§ 1.472–5 Revocation of election.

An election made to adopt and use
the LIFO inventory method is irrev-
ocable, and the method once adopted
shall be used in all subsequent taxable
years, unless the use of another meth-
od is required by the Commissioner, or
authorized by him pursuant to a writ-

ten application therefor filed as pro-
vided in paragraph (e) of § 1.446–1.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11730, Nov. 26, 1960]

§ 1.472–6 Change from LIFO inventory
method.

If the taxpayer is granted permission
by the Commissioner to discontinue
the use of LIFO method of taking in-
ventories, and thereafter to use some
other method, or if the taxpayer is re-
quired by the Commissioner to dis-
continue the use of the LIFO method
by reason of the taxpayer’s failure to
conform to the requirements detailed
in § 1.472–2, the inventory of the speci-
fied goods for the first taxable year af-
fected by the change and for each tax-
able year thereafter shall be taken—

(a) In conformity with the method
used by the taxpayer under section 471
in inventorying goods not included in
his LIFO inventory computations; or

(b) If the LIFO inventory method was
used by the taxpayer with respect to
all of his goods subject to inventory,
then in conformity with the inventory
method used by the taxpayer prior to
his adoption of the LIFO inventory
method; or

(c) If the taxpayer had not used in-
ventories prior to his adoption of the
LIFO inventory method and had no
goods currently subject to inventory
by a method other than the LIFO in-
ventory method, then in conformity
with such inventory method as may be
selected by the taxpayer and approved
by the Commissioner as resulting in a
clear reflection of income; or

(d) In any event, in conformity with
any inventory method to which the
taxpayer may change pursuant to ap-
plication approved by the Commis-
sioner.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11730, Nov. 26, 1960]

§ 1.472–7 Inventories of acquiring cor-
porations.

For additional rules in the case of
certain corporate acquisitions specified
in section 381(a), see section 381(c)(5)
and the regulations thereunder.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11730, Nov. 26, 1960]

VerDate 13-JUN-97 08:16 Jun 14, 1997 Jkt 174082 PO 00000 Frm 00429 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 E:\CFR\174082.014 26v6-2



430

26 CFR Ch. I (4–1–97 Edition)§ 1.472–8

§ 1.472–8 Dollar-value method of pric-
ing LIFO inventories.

(a) Election to use dollar-value method.
Any taxpayer may elect to determine
the cost of his LIFO inventories under
the so-called ‘‘dollar-value’’ LIFO
method, provided such method is used
consistently and clearly reflects the in-
come of the taxpayer in accordance
with the rules of this section. The dol-
lar-value method of valuing LIFO in-
ventories is a method of determining
cost by using ‘‘base-year’’ cost ex-
pressed in terms of total dollars rather
than the quantity and price of specific
goods as the unit of measurement.
Under such method the goods con-
tained in the inventory are grouped
into a pool or pools as described in
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section.
The term ‘‘base-year cost’’ is the ag-
gregate of the cost (determined as of
the beginning of the taxable year for
which the LIFO method is first adopt-
ed, i.e., the base date) of all items in a
pool. The taxable year for which the
LIFO method is first adopted with re-
spect to any item in the pool is the
‘‘base year’’ for that pool, except as
provided in paragraph (g)(3) of this sec-
tion. Liquidations and increments of
items contained in the pool shall be re-
flected only in terms of a net liquida-
tion or increment for the pool as a
whole. Fluctuations may occur in
quantities of various items within the
pool, new items which properly fall
within the pool may be added, and old
items may disappear from the pool, all
without necessarily effecting a change
in the dollar value of the pool as a
whole. An increment in the LIFO in-
ventory occurs when the end of the
year inventory for any pool expressed
in terms of base-year cost is in excess
of the beginning of the year inventory
for that pool expressed in terms of
base-year cost. In determining the in-
ventory value for a pool, the incre-
ment, if any, is adjusted for changing
unit costs or values by reference to a
percentage, relative to base-year-cost,
determined for the pool as a whole. See
paragraph (e) of this section. See also
paragraph (f) of this section for rules
relating to the change to the dollar-
value LIFO method from another LIFO
method.

(b) Principles for establishing pools of
manufacturers and processors—(1) Natu-
ral business unit pools. A pool shall con-
sist of all items entering into the en-
tire inventory investment for a natural
business unit of a business enterprise,
unless the taxpayer elects to use the
multiple pooling method provided in
subparagraph (3) of this paragraph.
Thus, if a business enterprise is com-
posed of only one natural business
unit, one pool shall be used for all of
its inventories, including raw mate-
rials, goods in process, and finished
goods. If, however, a business enter-
prise is actually composed of more
than one natural business unit, more
than one pool is required. Where simi-
lar types of goods are inventoried in
two or more natural business units of
the taxpayer, the Commissioner may
apportion or allocate such goods
among the various natural business
units, if he determines that such appor-
tionment or allocation is necessary in
order to clearly reflect the income of
such taxpayer. Where a manufacturer
or processor is also engaged in the
wholesaling or retailing of goods pur-
chased from others, any pooling of the
LIFO inventory of such purchased
goods for the wholesaling or retailing
operations shall be determined in ac-
cordance with the rules of paragraph
(c) of this section.

(2) Definition of natural business unit.
(i) Whether an enterprise is composed
of more than one natural business unit
is a matter of fact to be determined
from all the circumstances. The natu-
ral business divisions adopted by the
taxpayer for internal management pur-
poses, the existence of separate and
distinct production facilities and proc-
esses, and the maintenance of separate
profit and loss records with respect to
separate operations are important con-
siderations in determining what is a
business unit, unless such divisions, fa-
cilities, or accounting records are set
up merely because of differences in
geographical location. In the case of a
manufacturer or processor, a natural
business unit ordinarily consists of the
entire productive activity of the enter-
prise within one product line or within
two or more related product lines in-
cluding (to the extent engaged in by
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the enterprise) the obtaining of mate-
rials, the processing of materials, and
the selling of manufactured or proc-
essed goods. Thus, in the case of a man-
ufacturer or processor, the mainte-
nance and operation of a raw material
warehouse does not generally con-
stitute, of itself, a natural business
unit. If the taxpayer maintains and op-
erates a supplier unit the production of
which is both sold to others and trans-
ferred to a different unit of the tax-
payer to be used as a component part
of another product, the supplier unit
will ordinarily constitute a separate
and distinct natural business unit. Or-
dinarily, a processing plant would not
in itself be considered a natural busi-
ness unit if the production of the plant,
although saleable at this stage, is not
sold to others, but is transferred to an-
other plant of the enterprise, not oper-
ated as a separate division, for further
processing or incorporation into an-
other product. On the other hand, if the
production of a manufacturing or proc-
essing plant is transferred to a sepa-
rate and distinct division of the tax-
payer, which constitutes a natural
business unit, the supplier unit itself
will ordinarily be considered a natural
business unit. However, the mere fact
that a portion of the production of a
manufacturing or processing plant may
be sold to others at a certain stage of
processing with the remainder of the
production being further processed or
incorporated into another product will
not of itself be determinative that the
activities devoted to the production of
the portion sold constitute a separate
business unit. Where a manufacturer or
processor is also engaged in the whole-
saling or retailing of goods purchased
from others, the wholesaling or retail-
ing operations with respect to such
purchased goods shall not be consid-
ered a part of any manufacturing or
processing unit.

(ii) The rules of this subparagraph
may be illustrated by the following ex-
amples:

Example (1). A corporation manufactures,
in one division, automatic clothes washers
and driers of both commercial and domestic
grade as well as electric ranges, mangles,
and dishwashers. The corporation manufac-
tures, in another division, radios and tele-
vision sets. The manufacturing facilities and
processes used in manufacturing the radios

and television sets are distinct from those
used in manufacturing the automatic clothes
washers, etc. Under these circumstances, the
enterprise would consist of two business
units and two pools would be appropriate,
one consisting of all of the LIFO inventories
entering into the manufacture of clothes
washers and driers, electric ranges, mangles,
and dishwashers and the other consisting of
all of the LIFO inventories entering into the
production of radio and television sets.

Example (2). A taxpayer produces plastics
in one of its plants. Substantial amounts of
the production are sold as plastics. The re-
mainder of the production is shipped to a
second plant of the taxpayer for the produc-
tion of plastic toys which are sold to cus-
tomers. The taxpayer operates his plastics
plant and toy plant as separate divisions. Be-
cause of the different product lines and the
separate divisions the taxpayer has two nat-
ural business units.

Example (3). A taxpayer is engaged in the
manufacture of paper. At one stage of proc-
essing, uncoated paper is produced. Substan-
tial amounts of uncoated paper are sold at
this stage of processing. The remainder of
the uncoated paper is transferred to the tax-
payer’s finishing mill where coated paper is
produced and sold. This taxpayer has only
one natural business unit since coated and
uncoated paper are within the same product
line.

(3) Multiple pools—(i) Principles for es-
tablishing multiple pools. (a) A taxpayer
may elect to establish multiple pools
for inventory items which are not
within a natural business unit as to
which the taxpayer has adopted the
natural business unit method of pool-
ing as provided in subparagraph (1) of
this paragraph. Each such pool shall
ordinarily consist of a group of inven-
tory items which are substantially
similar. In determining whether such
similarity exists, consideration shall
be given to all the facts and cir-
cumstances. The formulation of de-
tailed rules for selection of pools appli-
cable to all taxpayers is not feasible.
Important considerations to be taken
into account include, for example,
whether there is substantial similarity
in the types of raw materials used or in
the processing operations applied;
whether the raw materials used are
readily interchangeable; whether there
is similarity in the use of the products;
whether the groupings are consistently
followed for purposes of internal ac-
counting and management; and wheth-
er the groupings follow customary
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